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c — Parents who are anxious to have their children committed to an 
institution to be relieved of the expense of maintaining them. 

d — The ascertainment of the criminal record of a child convicted in 
another Borough of the City. 

3. Define clearly for the use of your Probation Officers each of the fol- 
lowing terms, giving in connection with each such information regard- 
ing it as you believe will be of particular value to your Probation 
Officers: 

a — Juvenile delinquency, 
b — Improper guardianship, 
c — Truancy, 
d — Mental defective. 

4. Prepare an outline of an annual report of the work of the probation 
department of the Children's Court in one of the Boroughs of the City, 
showing clearly the facts, statistics, and recommendations which you 
-would include in such a report. 

5. Write a report to the Presiding Justice of the Children's Court, pre- 
senting in outline form, for the guidance of your Probation Officers, a 
code of instructions covering the following points: 

1. Preliminary investigation before sentence: 

a — Principal co-operating agencies and kind of assistance to be 
derived from each. 

b — Six most important points to be covered in the investiga- 
tion with reason for each. 

c — Instructions regarding form of report 

2. Treatment of probationers: 

a — Principal co-operating agencies and purpose of enlisting as- 
sistance of each, 
b — Visits and purpose of each. 

a — Probationer's residence. 

b — School. 

c — Church. 

d — Employer. 

e — Probation Officer's office. 

f — Other visits. 

3. Termination of probation: 

a — Before time fixed by Court. 

b — At time fixed by Court. 

c — Extension of time of probation. 

Leonard Felix Fuld, 
Civil Service Commission, New York City. 

University Course in Care of Dependents, Defectives and Delinquents. 

Minnesota has been most fortunate in securing high types of men and 
women to head the various State penal and charitable institutions. The 
State University has not been unmindful of that fact and is now carrying 
out a plan for adding this strength to its educational resources. During 
the present semester several of the superintendents of institutions and 
members of the Board of Control are co-operating with the Professor of 
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Sociology in a joint course, State Care of Dependents, Defectives and 
Delinquents in Minnesota" given every Friday afternoon at the University. 
A considerable group of graduate and advanced under-graduate students 
have enrolled for the course. The class includes probation officers, 
teachers, nurses, and charity organization workers in addition to regular 
students preparing for medicine, teaching, and various phases of actual 
work. By a ruling of the Board of Regents this and other University 
courses bearing upon their technical equipment have been opened free of 
charge to all state, county or municipal officers. The opportunity for the 
student to come thus into direct contact with the men who are actually 
handling the State's burden is invaluable. Scarcely less so is the oppor- 
tunity for the State institutions to get an intelligent hearing by future 
citizens and social workers. Such a scheme helps to pave the way to a 
better understanding between State and local, between public and private 
agencies, and ought to bring about a better co-ordination of relief and 
correctional agencies throughout the whole State. 

Some idea of the variety and sweep of the institutional work in Min- 
nesota may be gleaned from the following rough syllabus of topics covered 
in the course: 

Program for Sociology Course 104.' — State Care, of Dependents, Defectives, 
and Delinquents in Minnesota. 

February 4. — 'General Introduction: The trend from private and local to 
state centralized care. History and causes of the development of 
State Care in the United States. Gradual extension of the prin- 
ciple of public supervision over local and private charity. The 
next step: prevention of correlated agencies? (Dr. A. J. Todd.) 

February 11. — The development of State centralized administration in Min- 
nesota. The older systems of local unpaid boards. The State 
Board of Charity. The State Board of Control. The State Board 
of Visitors for Public Institutions. Relations between state board 
and local officials. Economies effected by centralization. Other 
gains in efficiency? Standardization, its benefits and limits. 
Present tendencies. (Mr. R. W. Wheelock, Member State Board 
of Control, Minneapolis.) 

February 18 — State Care of the Insane: "The State as Alienist." Why 
the State assumed care of the insane. History of Minnesota hos- 
pitals. Reasons for location (regional and other). Are they eco- 
nomically and strategetically placed? Classified population of state 
hospitals. Cause of insanity. Is it increasing? Proper methods 
of preliminary diagnosis and commitment. Jury trial? Abuse of 
habeas corpus? Guardianship? Methods of treatment. Institu- 
tional vs. boarding-out system. Out-patient and clinical care. 
Ratio of success. The cost and who should bear it. (Dr. R. M. 
Phelps, Superintendent State Hospital, St Peter.) 

February 25. — State Care of the Insane, Continued: Methods of caring for 
criminal insane. (Dr. Phelps.) Methods of caring for inebriates 
(Dr. G. H. Freeman, Supt. State Hospital for Inebriates, Willmar.) 



